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ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 
SIR: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 

This Preliminary Amendment is filed together with a continuation application of U.S. 
Application Serial No. 10/379,020, in which the issue fee has been paid. The present application 
is filed with the original claim set. This amendment cancels the original claims and adds new 
claims for prosecution in the continuation. A Claim of Priority has furthermore been added in 
this paper to the first page of the original specification. 

A fee transmittal is filed herewith. Should any additional fees be due, however, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 01-2745. 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 3 of this paper. 
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Amendments to the Claims begin on page 4 of this paper. 
Remarks begin on page 9 of this paper. 
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